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THE POWER OF PUBLICITY
National Spotlight on Billy Joel Tribute 
Band "Turnstiles"

It’s not every day that something you have been wishing for most of 
your life happens. Just before Tony Monaco's Billy Joel Tribute Band 
“Turnstiles” was about to take the stage at the City of Wellington, 
Florida’s 30th anniversary celebration, Billy Joel and his entourage came 
into their dressing room. 

"Billy and his wife told me they had seen advertisements about 
Wellington’s 30th anniversary celebration where we were performing and 
decided to go at the last minute. At one point during the conversation 
Billy’s wife whispered in my ear, ‘I think he might want to play.’” 

“I said, ‘Billy, you have the stage. Whatever you want. We can back you 
up on pretty much anything. Just tell me what you want to do,’” said 
Monaco. 

A short time later, Billy Joel came out on stage and sat down at the 
piano. Backed by his tribute band The Piano Man sang "We Didn't Start 
the Fire" and "Big Shot.” 

   Within hours, dozens of 
media outlets, including 
People, Billboard, 
JamBase, Variety, New 
York Post, and USA Today 
picked up the story. RMA Publicity immediately began pitching 
stories about the band to South Florida media and national outlets. 
   Placements so far: Spin Magazine CBS Miami TV WSVN-TV 
(ABC/FOX Miami, FL) The Paul Castronovo Show on BIG 105.9 
(Miami, FL) WPBF-TV (ABC-West Palm Beach, FL) Town-Crier 
and Boca Raton Tribune (Boca Raton, Florida) Pittsburgh Post 
Gazette and TribLive (Pittsburgh, PA) 

About “Turnstiles" 
“Turnstiles”is a six-member band led by Tony Monaco 

on vocals and piano. The other band members are guitar 
player Rob Arenth; bass player John Angelone; Ron 
Fattorusso, who plays saxophone and flute; Jeff McDonald 
on drums; and Greg Reitano on keyboard and guitar. 

“Turnstiles” has been performing together professionally 
since April 2011. In October 2024, they were invited to 
perform two shows at Madison Square Garden. Learn more 
about the band on their website: TurnstilesBand.com 

https://turnstilestributeband.com
https://people.com/billy-joel-surprises-fans-with-first-performance-since-brain-condition-diagnosis-florida-concert-11878728
https://www.billboard.com/music/music-news/billy-joel-performs-first-time-brain-disorder-diagnosis-1236148476/
https://www.jambase.com/article/billy-joel-turnstiles-cover-band-florida-2026-video
https://variety.com/2026/music/news/billy-joel-performs-tribute-band-first-time-since-diagnosis-1236622912/
https://nypost.com/2026/01/03/entertainment/billy-joels-first-live-performance-since-brain-disorder-diagnosis/
https://nypost.com/2026/01/03/entertainment/billy-joels-first-live-performance-since-brain-disorder-diagnosis/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/music/2026/01/03/billy-joel-first-performance-brain-disorder-diagnosis/88007079007/
https://www.spin.com/2026/01/turnstiles-surprise-billy-joel-performance/
https://youtu.be/_abYhDwrisw?si=WKetZg7YVudjdT2x
https://youtu.be/9E7auzCQEDk?si=-zaGkGpGcxQi6Zku
https://www.iheart.com/podcast/197-the-paul-castronovo-show-23901151/episode/xanax-vanilla-bean-full-show-1122026-316949621/
https://gotowncrier.com/2026/01/billy-joels-impromptu-performance-grabs-international-spotlight-for-wellington-gala/
https://www.bocaratontribune.com/bocaratonnews/2026/01/billy-joel-makes-surprise-appearance-with-local-tribute-band-turnstiles/
https://www.post-gazette.com/ae/music/2026/01/16/billy-joel-turnstiles-tony-monaco-florida/stories/202601160061
https://www.post-gazette.com/ae/music/2026/01/16/billy-joel-turnstiles-tony-monaco-florida/stories/202601160061
https://triblive.com/local/penn-hills/penn-hills-native-still-stunned-after-performing-in-billy-joes-return-to-stage/
https://turnstilestributeband.com/
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Word is Spreading About Missionary's Effort to Help Ukrainians Suffering from PTSD. 
Thank you to the editors of the Austin Daily Herald and Lake City Graphic for publishing the article, "The 

Incredible Journeys of Minnesota Missionaries." The author is Col. B. Wayne Quist, co-founder of Veterans 
Empowered Inc., a Rochester, Minnesota-based nonprofit aimed at preventing suicide in veterans who are 
suffering from post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

   Col. Quist wrote about a recent meeting between Chaplain 
Howard Dotson, who is currently on his 8th mission to Ukraine 
since the war with Russia began, and Dick and Lillian Phillips, 
a retired missionary couple taken hostage during the Vietnam 
War and held as Prisoners of War (POW). 
   The Phillips' were in Vietnam for the 
purpose of helping to spread Christianity 
those living in Vietnam's Central Highlands. 
Chaplain Dotson’s mission is to help the 
people of Ukraine who are suffering from 
P.T.S.D. He is working with Veterans 

Empowered Inc., to get the book Veterans in Crisis translated into the Ukrainian language 
and widely distributed. 

Their missions are decades apart and their goals different, but in a lot of ways they are 
the same. 

Sun This Week Publishes Story About Senior Living Community’s Blood Drive 
Sometimes the best way to secure coverage for an event is to 

contribute a story to the news outlet you are trying to get into. Thank 
you to Sun This Week newspaper's editor for publishing the story RMA 
Publicity submitted about The Waters of Kingsley Shores and Place's 
very successful blood drive on January 9th. 

Need help promoting an event? Let us know.

February is… 
American Heart Month  
Library Lovers Month  
I Love to Read Month 
National Black History Month 

Also Observed in February… 
National Donor Day – Feb. 14 

Source: 2026 Chase’s Calendar of Events 

March is… 
American Red Cross Month  
Brain Injury Awareness Month  
National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month  
National Kidney Month  
National Women’s History Month 

Also Observed in March… 
Read Across America Day – Mar. 2  
World Birth Defects Day – Mar. 3  
Mars Day – Mar. 5  
National Quilting Day – Mar. 21

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES
If your book is relatable to any of the following events observed in January or February 2026, let us know! RMA 
Publicity may be able to help you secure publicity in the print, broadcast and/or online media.

www.RMAPublicity.com
rachel@RMAPublicity.com 

(952) 240 - 2513

https://www.RMAPublicity.com
mailto:rachel@rmapublicity.com?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry
https://www.austindailyherald.com/opinion/guest-column-the-incredible-journeys-of-minnesota-missionaries-b57ac48d
https://lakecitygraphic.com/community/missionary-carries-ptsd-%25E2%2580%2598bible%25E2%2580%2599-ukranian-military-personnel
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_thisweek/community/dakota_county/american-red-cross-blood-drive-doubles-goal-in-lakeville/article_eb1e9269-62ae-4d02-a591-53b7055e343c.html
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Why Your PR Campaign Should Include Both 
Traditional and Social Media, Not One or the 
Other
By Rachel M. Anderson, 
Publicist, RMA Publicity 

When it comes to the 
promotion of your business, 
event, product or book there 
are a lot of tools at your 
disposal. You can advertise in 
the traditional media 
(newspapers, magazines, 
television stations and radio 
stations), on billboards, and on 
buses, taxis and  benches. 

You can also mail out postcards, sponsor events 
and promote through word of mouth. For years these 
were the best and only ways to reach your target 
audience. Then in the early 2000s, social media 
companies began experimenting with advertising on 
their platforms and the world of promotion was 
transformed. 

Linked-in began offering ads to customers eager to 
promote their businesses to other people in the 
business world as early as 2003. Facebook began 
offering banner ads a year later. By 2007, it became 
possible to target people by interests, age and location 
on Facebook and social media advertising became an 
important business tool. 

Twitter ads launched in 2010, Instagram ads 
launched in 2013 and one of the hottest online 
advertising platforms of the modern day, TikTok, 
began selling ads in 2019. 

According to Statistica, between $276 and $277 
billion was spent globally on social media advertising 
in 2025. Traditional media spending in 2025 was 
estimated around $264 billion, down slightly year-
over-year according to MAGNA, the leading global 
media investment and intelligence company. 

There is clear evidence the majority of companies 
that are serious about promotion are making sure they 
have a presence online and you should too. The 
biggest benefit of social media advertising is that it 
provides the ability to reach your specific audience. 

You can target potential customers by age, gender, 
location and interests in real time. Plus, you have the 
ability to determine if a particular advertisement you 
put up led directly to a sale, something you can’t do 
with traditional media. 

Another benefit of social media, because it is so 
new it is not nearly as expensive as running a regular 
30 second advertisement on TV. That said, traditional 
media is still extremely important, as it brings along 
with it instant notoriety and credibility. 

When people see you on TV or read about you in 
the newspaper, they take you seriously, as they know 
you had to either spend big bucks, or get past a 
gatekeeper to get there. 

Campaigns that include advertisements and/or 
appearances on TV stations and radio stations have 
proven over and over again that they can do good 
things for a brand, product or event. Stories that 
appear in the daily and weekly newspapers often 
deliver well too. 

Not only does appearing in print and on air shine a 
positive light on you, it offers access to thousands of 
potential customers all at the same time. Minneapolis, 
the market RMA Publicity is headquartered in, is the 
15th largest market in the country. 

According to Nielsen, a global leader in audience 
measurement, data and analytics, the Minneapolis 
market has nearly 1.9 million households that have at 
least one television set where people can be watching 
TV content. 

The major newspapers in Minneapolis have large 
circulations too. According to Wikipedia, the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune had 102,000 digital 
subscribers, 71,000 daily subscribers and 123,000 
Sunday subscribers in 2025. 

The Pioneer Press had a print circulation of 90,615 
weekday subscribers and 137,068 Sunday subscribers 
in 2020, the most recent year subscriber numbers 
were published online. 

Bottom line, if you decide to give advertising a try, 
having a good mix of both traditional and social 
media approaches is a good way to go. And if you 
can’t afford to advertise in the traditional media, give 
PR a try. 

A good publicist can land you an article in print, 
and/or an interview on TV and radio for a fraction of 
what it would have cost to buy your way there. RMA 
Publicity offers free publicity consults. Email us 
today to set up an appointment. 

Next Month’s Publicity Tips Article: 
How do I track the success of a promotional 

campaign?

https://www.rmapublicity.com
mailto:rachel@rmapublicity.com?subject=February%202026%20newsletter
mailto:rachel@rmapublicity.com?subject=February%202026%20newsletter

